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(S) Portable radio apparatus with a folding structure. 
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© A portable radio apparatus comprising a first 
housing body (1,22) having at least a key operation 
pad (4, 24) with a plurality of keys, and a second 
housing body (2, 21) connected to the first housing 
body in such a nnanner that they are freely opened 
and closed with each other. The key operation pad 
(4, 24) of the first housing body (1, 22) is covered 
with the second housing body (2. 21), when neces- 
sary. The second housing body (2. 21) is provided 
with an opening (9. 29) or a push button (12. 32) so 
that at least one key is operated in a state in which 
the first and second housing bodies are closed. 
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FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates in general to a 
portable radio apparatus, and In particular to an 
improvement in a portable radio apparatus in which 
the key operation pad or pushbutton dialing pad 
can be covered with the housing body, when nec- 
essary. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART 

It is well known in a portable radio apparatus 
such as a portable radio transmitter-receiver to 
adopt a folding structure to enhance its portability. 
In the portable radio apparatus of the folding struc- 
ture type» when the cover is opened, the key 
operation pad is exposed and the apparatus be- 
comes a suitable size for use. When the cover is 
closed, the key operation pad is covered and the 
apparatus becomes handy to carry. 

A conventional portable radio apparatus such 
like this is shown in FIG. 1 and disclosed in Japa- 
nese Laid-open Patent Application No. HEI 4- 
307841. In the figure, a housing main body 101 is 
provided with a key operation pad such as a push- 
button dialing pad 102 and a microphone 103. A 
cover 106 with a speaker 105 is rotatably con- 
nected through a hinge 104 to the upper end of the 
main body 101. The cover 106 is freely rotatable 
on the hinge 104 in the directions indicated by 
arrow marks A and B of FIG. 1. When the portable 
radio apparatus is in its inoperative state, the cover 
106 is closed in the direction A and housed in the 
main body 101. so that the key operation pad 102 
is protected and the apparatus becomes handy to 
carry. When, on the other hand, the portable radio 
apparatus is in its operative state, the cover 106 is 
opened in the direction B, the key operation pad 
102 is exposed, and then the microphone 103 and 
the speaker 105 are located into a suitable position 
for use. 

However, in the above-described portable radio 
apparatus, since the key operation pad 102 of the 
main body 101 will be entirely covered if the cover 
106 is closed, there was the problem that the key 
operation cannot be performed unless the cover 
106 is opened. 

It is. accordingly, an important object of the 
present invention to provide a portable radio ap- 
paratus having a structure which can enhance the 
key operability as the cover is closed. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

To achieve this end, there is provided accord- 
ing to the present invention a portable radio ap- 
paratus comprising a first housing body having at 
least a key operation pad wilh a plurality of keys. 



and a second housing body connected to the first 
housing body in such a manner that they are freely 
opened and closed with each other. The key opera- 
tion pad of the first housing body is covered with 
5 the second housing body, when necessary. The 
second housing body is provided with key opera- 
tion means for operating at least one key in a state 
in which the first and second housing bodies are 
closed. 

70 Preferably, the key operation means is com- 

prised of an opening so that at least one key of the 
key operation pad is exposed through the opening 
portion in a state in which the first and second 
housing bodies are closed. In addition, the second 

75 housing body may also be provided with key push- 
ing means by which at least one key of the key 
operation pad is operated in a state in which the 
first and second housing bodies are closed. 

According to the portable radio apparatus hav- 

20 ing the above-described structure, since a neces- 
sary key is exposed through the opening of the 
second housing body or can be operated by the 
key pushing means in the state of the first and 
second housing bodies closed, the key operation 

25 can be performed without opening the housing 
bodies when the apparatus is being carried. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

30 The above and other objects and advantages 

will become apparent from the following detailed 
description when read in conjunction with the ac- 
companying drawings wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing a conven- 
35 tional radio apparatus; 

FIG. 2 is a plan view showing a portable radio 
apparatus according to a first embodiment of the 
present invention, the apparatus being in its 
open state; 

40 FIG. 3 is a side elevational view, partly broken 
away, of the portable radio apparatus of FIG. 2 

in its closed state; 

FIG. 4 is a plan view of the portable radio 
apparatus of FIG. 2 in the closed state; 
45 FIG. 5 is a side elevational view, partly broken 
away, showing a portable radio apparatus ac- 
cording to a second embodiment of the present 
invention, the apparatus being In its closed 
stale; 

50 FIG. 6 is a plan view showing a portable radio 
apparatus according to a third embodiment of 
the present invention, the apparatus being in its 
open state; 

FIG. 7 is a side elevational view of the portable 
55 radio apparatus of FIG. 6 in the open stale; 

FIG. 8 is a side elevational view, partly broken 
away, of the portable radio apparatus of FIG. 6 
in its closed state; 
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FIG. 9 is a plan view showing a portable radio 
apparatus according to a fourth embodiment of 
the present invention, the apparatus ueing in its 
open state; 

FIG. 10 is a side elevalional view, partly broken 
away, of the portable radio apparatus of FIG. 9 
in the open state; 

FIG. 1 1 is a plan view of the portable radio 
apparatus of FIG. 9 in its closed state; 
FIG. 12 is a side elevational view, partly broken 
away, showing a portable radio apparatus ac- 
cording to a fifth embodiment of the present 
invention, the apparatus being in its open state; 
FIG. 13 is a plan view showing a portable radio 
apparatus according to a sixth embodiment of 
the present invention, the apparatus being in its 
open state; 

FIG. 1 4 is a sidc olcvational view of the portable 
radio apparatus of FIG. 13 in the open state; and 
FIG. 15 is a side olcvational view, partly broken 
away, of tho rx^fiahlo radio apparatus of FIG. 13 
in its closed sinlft 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODI- 
MENTS 

Referring now m greater detail to the drawings 
and initially to FIGs. 2 to 4. there is shown a 
preferred embodiment of a portable radio appara- 
tus in accordance with the present invention. The 
portable radio apparatus of this embodiment has a 
folding structure, and a housing body 1 and a 
housing body 2 are connected through a hinge 3 
with each other so that they can freely rotate in a 
predetermined angle range, as shown in FIG. 3. In 
this embodiment, the housing body 1 comprises a 
housing main body and the housing body 2 com- 
prises a cover. 

In FIG. 2, the housing body 1 is provided at the 
lower portion of the main surface thereof with a key 
operation pad such as a pushbutton dialing pad 4 
in which a plurality of keys for dialing operation and 
other operations are arranged. The key operation 
pad 4 includes a power-supply key 5, On the upper 
portion of the main surface of the housing body 1 
there is provided a speaker 6, and further on the 
upper end surface of the housing body 1 there is 
provided an antenna 7 freely extendible and con- 
tractlble in the directions indicated by an arrow 
mark Z of FIG. 2, 

The housing body 2 Is provided with a micro- 
phone 8 and an opening portion 9 at the lower 
portion and the upper portion of the main surface 
thereof, respectively. The microphone 8 is so dis- 
posed as to be located at a position suitably away 
from the speaker 6 in the opened state of the 
housing body 2, as shown in FIG. 2. The opening 
portion 9 is provided at a position to which at least 



the power-supply key 5 of the key operation pad 4 
Is exposed when the housing body 2 is closed, as 
shown in FIGs. 3 and 4. The opening portion 9 is 
located so that necessary keys such as the power- 

5 supply key 5 can be operated even in the state in 
which the housing body 2 is closed. Further, the 
side walls of the opening portion 9 are formed into 
a taper shape so that users can operate the neces- 
sary keys easily, as shown in FIG. 3. 

10 When the portable radio apparatus of this em- 

bodiment is used, as shown in FIG. 2. the antenna 
7 is extended, the housing body 2 is opened in the 
direction B, and then the power-supply key 5 is 
pushed. The power-supply key 5 can also be push- 

75 ed through the opening portion 9 even in the state 
in which the housing body 2 is closed, with the 
result that the opening and closing operation of the 
housing body 2 becomes dispensable when the 
power-supply key 5 is turned on and off. It is noted 

20 that, if other necessary keys are exposed through 
the opening portion 9, necessary operations can be 
performed in the closed state of the housing body 
2. When, on the other hand, the portable radio 
apparatus of this embodiment is not used, the 

25 antenna 7 is contracted into the housing body 1 
and the housing body 2 is closed in the direction 
A, so the apparatus becomes handy to carry, as 
shown in FIG. 3. 

FIG. 5 illustrates a portable radio apparatus 

30 constructed in accordance with a second embodi- 
ment of the present invention, the apparatus being 
in its closed state. Many of the parts of the second 
embodiment of FIG. 5 are identical to correspond- 
ing parts of the first embodiment of FIGs. 2 to 4 

35 and the same reference numerals will be applied to 
the corresponding parts. 

In this embodiment, a housing body 2 is pro- 
vided with key pushing means 10 so that a power- 
supply key 5 and other keys of a housing body 1 

40 can be pushed from the side of the housing body 2 
with force, as shown in FIG. 5. The key pushing 
means 10 comprises a coil spring 11 and a button 
12. The button 12 is fitted into the opening portion 
of the housing body 2 with its flange portion biased 

45 outward by means of the coil spring 11. Con- 
sequently, the power-supply key 5 can be pushed 
with the housing body 2 closed, by pushing the 
button 12 against the biasing force of the coil 
spring 11. Thus, a provision of the key pushing 

50 means 10 makes it possible to push the power- 
supply key 5 easily from the side of the housing 
body 2. with the result that the key operabllity is 
further enhanced. It is a matter of course that the 
key pushing means 10 may be provided so as to 

55 correspond not only to the power-supply key 5 but 
to necessary keys. In addition, the construction of 
the key pushing means 10 is not limited to this 
embodiment but various kinds of constructions are 
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also possible. For example, the key pushing means 
10 of the housing body 2 may also be formed with 
a member having elasticity. 

FIGs. 6 to 8 illustrate a portable radio appara- 
tus constructed in accordance with a third embodi- 
ment of the present invention. The same reference 
numerals will be applied to members having the 
same functions as those of the first embodiment of 
FIGs. 2 to 4. Unlike the first embodiment, the 
portable radio apparatus according to this embodi- 
ment has a slide open-closed structure, and a 
housing body 1 and a housing body 2 are slidably 
connected through their curved surfaces with each 
other. In this embodiment, the housing body 1 
comprises a housing main body and the housing 
body 2 comprises a cover. 

In FIGs. 6 and 7, the housing body 1 is pro- 
vided at the lower portion of the curved surface 
thereof with a key operation pad such as a push- 
button dialing pad 4 in which a plurality of keys for 
dialing operation and other operations are ar- 
ranged. The key operation pad 4 includes a power- 
supply key 5. On the upper portion of the main 
surface of the housing body 1 there is provided a 
speaker 6. and further on the upper end surface of 
the housing body 1 there is provided an antenna 7 
freely extendible and contractible in the directions 
indicated by an arrow mark Z of FIG. 7. 

The housing body 2 is provided at the outer 
flat surface thereof with a microphone 8 and an 
opening portion 9. The microphone 8 is so dis- 
posed as to be located at a position suitably away 
from the speaker 6 in the state in which the hous- 
ing body 2 is open, as shown in FIGs. 6 and 7. The 
opening portion 9 is provided at a position to which 
at least the power-supply key 5 of the key opera- 
tion pad 4 is exposed when the housing body 2 is 
closed, as shown in FIG. 8. The opening portion 9 
is located so that necessary keys such as the 
power-supply key 5 can be operated even in the 
state in which the housing body 2 is closed. Fur- 
ther, the side walls of the opening portion 9 are 
formed into a taper shape so that users can op- 
erate the necessary keys easily, as shown in FIG. 
8. 

When the portable radio apparatus of this em- 
bodiment is used, the antenna 7 is extended, the 
housing body 2 is slid in the direction B. and then 
the power-supply key 5 is pushed, as shown in 
FIGs. 5 and 6. The power-supply key 5 can also be 
pushed through the opening portion 9 even in the 
state in which the housing body 2 is closed. If 
other necessary keys are exposed through the 
opening portion 9, necessary operations can be 
performed in the state In which the housing body 2 
is closed. When, on the other hand, the portable 
radio apparatus of this embodiment is not used, the 
antenna 7 is contracted into the housing body 1 



and the housing body 2 Is slid in the direction A, 
so the apparatus becomes handy to carry. It is 
noted that, if key pushing means 10 such as that 
shown in FIG. 5 instead of the opening portion 9 is 
5 formed in the housing body 2, the key operability 
can further be improved. 

FIGs. 9 to 11 illustrate a portable radio appara- 
tus constructed in accordance with a fourth em- 
bodiment of the present invention. Like the first 
10 embodiment of FIGs. 2 to 4, the portable radio 
apparatus according to this embodiment has a fold- 
ing structure, and housing bodies 21 and 22 are 
connected through a hinge 23 with each other so 
that they can freely rotate in a predetermined angle 
IS range, as shown in FIG. 10. 

In FIG. 9, the housing body 21 is provided at 
the upper portion of the main surface thereof with a 
speaker 26 and at the upper end surface with an 
antenna 27 freely extendible and contractible in the 
20 directions indicated by an arrow mark Z. The hous- 
ing body 21 is further provided at the lower portion 
of the main surface with an opening portion 29. 

The housing body 22 is provided at the lower 
portion of the main surface thereof with a key 
25 operation pad such as a pushbutton dialing pad 24 
in which a plurality of keys for dialing operation and 
other operations are arranged. The key operation 
pad 24 includes a power-supply key 25. The hous- 
ing body 22 is further provided at the upper portion 
30 of the main surface with a microphone 28. The 
microphone 28 is so disposed as to be located at a 
position suitably away from the speaker 26 in the 
state in which the housing body 22 is open, as 
shown in FIGs. 9 and 10. The opening portion 29 of 
35 the housing body 21 is provided at a position to 
which at least the power-supply key 25 of the key 
operation pad 24 is exposed when the housing 
bodies 21 and 22 are closed, as shown in FIG. 11. 
The opening portion 29 is located so that neces- 
40 sary keys such as the power-supply key 25 can be 
operated even in the state in which the housing 
bodies 21 and 22 are closed. Further, the side 
walls of the opening portion 29 are formed into a 
taper shape so that users can operate the neces- 
45 sary keys easily, as shown in FIG. 10. 

When the portable radio apparatus of this em- 
bodiment is used, the antenna 27 is extended, the 
housing body 22 is opened in the direction B, and 
then the power-supply key 25 is pushed, as shown 
50 in FIG. 10. The power-supply key 25 can also be 
pushed through the opening portion 29 even in the 
state in which the housing body 22 is closed, as 
shown In FIG. 11. It is noted that, if other neces- 
sary keys are exposed through the opening portion 
65 29, necessary operations can also be performed in 
the stale in which the housing body 22 is closed. 
When, on the other hand, the portable radio ap- 
paratus of this embodiment is not used, the an- 
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tenna 27 is contracted into the housing body 21 
and the housing body 22 is closed in the direction 
A, so the apparatus becomes handy to carry, as 
shown in FIG. 11. 

FIG. 12 illustrates a portable radio apparatus 
constructed in accordance with a fifth embodiment 
of the present invention, the apparatus being in its 
open state. Many of the parts of the fifth embodi- 
ment of FIG. 12 are identical to corresponding 
parts of the fourth embodiment of FIGs. 9 to 11 
and the same reference numerals will be applied to 
the corresponding parts. 

In this embodiment, a housing body 21 is pro- 
vided with key pushing means 30 so that a power- 
supply key 25 and other keys of a housing body 22 
can be pushed from the side of the housing body 
21 with force, as shown in FIG. 12. The key push- 
ing means 30 comprises a coil spring 31 and a 
button 32. The button 32 is fitted into the opening 
portion of the housing body 21 with its flange 
portion biased outward by means of the coil spring 
31. Therefore, if the housing body 22 is closed and 
then the button 32 is pushed against the biasing 
force of the coil spring 31. the power-supply key 
25 can be pushed with the housing body 22 
closed. Further, if the key pushing means 30 such 
as this is provided at a position corresponding to a 
necessary key, the necessary key can also be 
operated from the side of the housing body 21. so 
the key operability of the portable radio apparatus 
is further enhanced. In addition, the construction of 
the key pushing means 30 is not limited to this 
embodiment but various kinds of constructions are 
also possible. For example, the key pushing means 
30 of the housing body 21 may also be formed 
with an elastic member. 

FIGs. 13 to 15 show a portable radio apparatus 
constructed in accordance with a sixth embodiment 
of the present invention. The portable radio appara- 
tus according to this embodiment has a slide open- 
closed structure, and a housing body 21 and a 
housing body 22 are slldably connected through 
their curved surfaces with each other. Unlike the 
first embodiment of FIG. 2, the housing body 21 
comprises a cover, and the housing body 22 com- 
prises a housing main body. 

In FIGs. 13 and 15, the housing body 21 is 
provided at the upper portion of the main surface 
thereof with a speaker 26 and at the lower portion 
with an opening portion 29. The housing body 22 is 
provided at the curved surface thereof with a key 
operation pad such as a pushbutton dialing pad 24 
in which a plurality of keys for dialing operation and 
other operations are arranged. The key operation 
pad 24 includes a power-supply key 25. The hous- 
ing body 22 is further provided at the upper end 
surface with an antenna 27 freely extendible and 
conlractible in the directions indicated by an arrow 
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mark Z. The housing body 22 is further provided at 
the lower portion of the main surface with a micro- 
phone 28. The microphone 28 is so disposed as to 
be located at a position suitably away from the 
5 speaker 26 in the state in which the housing body 
21 is open. The opening portion 29 of the housing 
body 21 is provided at a position to which at feast 
the power-supply key 25 of the key operation pad 
24 is exposed when the housing bodies 21 and 22 

70 are closed, as shown in FIG. 15. The opening 
portion 29 is located so that necessary keys such 
as the power-supply key 25 can be operated even 
in the state in which the housing bodies 21 and 22 
are closed. Further, the side walls of the opening 

75 portion 29 are formed into a taper shape so that 
users can operate the necessary keys easily, as 
shown in FIG. 15. 

When the portable radio apparatus of this em- 
bodiment is used, the antenna 27 is extended, the 

20 housing body 22 is opened in the direction B, and 
then the power-supply key 25 is pushed, as shown 
in FIGs. 13 and 14. The power-supply key 25 can 
also be pushed through the opening portion 29 
even in the state in which the housing body 21 is 

25 closed, as shown in FIG. 15. It is noted that, if 
other necessary keys are exposed through the 
opening portion 29. necessary operations can also 
be performed in the state in which the housing 
body 21 is closed. When, on the other hand, the 

30 portable radio apparatus of this embodiment is not 
used, the antenna 27 is contracted into the housing 
body 22 and the housing body 21 is closed in the 
direction A, so the apparatus becomes handy to 
carry, as shown in FIG. 15. It is noted that, if key 

35 pushing means 30 such as that shown in FIG. 12 
instead of the opening portion 29 is formed in the 
housing body 21. the key operability can further be 
improved. It is also noted that the key operation 
pad 4 or 24 of the above-described first to sixth 

40 embodiments may be constituted by a liquid cry- 
stal touch panel. 

As has been described hereinbefore, the porta- 
ble radio apparatus according to the present inven- 
tion is able to perform the key operation without 

4S opening thcs first and second housing bodies when 
the apparatus is being carried and therefore en- 
hance the operability of the portable radio appara- 
tus, because necessary keys are exposed through 
the opening portion of the second housing body or 

50 can be pushed with the key pushing means, in the 
state in which the first and second housing bodies 
are closed. 

While the subject invention has been described 
with relation to the preferred embodiments, various 
55 modifications and adaptations thereof will now be 
apparent to those skilled in the art. All such modi- 
fications and adaptations as fall within the scope of 
the appended claims are Intended to be covered 

5 
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The portable radio apparatus as set forth in 
claim 1, wherein said key operation nneans 
comprises key pushing means (10, 30) for 
operating at least one key of said plurality of 
keys of said key operation pad (4, 24) in a 
state in which said first and second housing 
bodies are closed. 

The portable radio apparatus as set forth in 
claim 6, wherein said key pushing means (10. 
30) comprises at least a movable member (12, 
32) energized by energizing means (11, 31) in 
an opposite direction to a direction in which 
said plurality of keys are pushed. 

The portable radio apparatus as set forth in 
any of claims 6 and 7, wherein said first hous- 
ing body (1) and said second housing body (2) 
are rotatably connected with each other so that 
one housing body is rotatable on another hous- 
ing body in a predetermined angle range. 

The portable radio apparatus as set forth in 
any of claims 6 to 8. wherein said at least one 
key of said plurality keys of said key operation 
pad (4, 24) comprises a power-supply key (5. 
25). 



2. The portable radio apparatus as set forth in 30 
claim 1. wherein said key operation means 
comprises an opening (9. 29) so that at least 

one key of said plurality of keys of said key 
operation pad (4, 24) is exposed through said 
opening in a state in which said first and 35 
second housing bodies are closed. 

3. The portable radio apparatus as set forth in 
claim 2. wherein said first housing body (1) 

and said second housing body (2) are rotatably 40 
connected with each other so that one housing 
body is rotatable on another housing body in a 
predetermined angle range. 

4. The portable radio apparatus as set forth in 46 

claim 2, wherein said first housing body (22) 
and said second housing body (21) are slidab- 
ly connected with each other so that one hous- 
ing body is extendible and conlracllble with 
respect to another housing body. so 

5. The portable radio apparatus as set forth in 
any of claims 1 to 4. wherein said at least one 
key of said plurality keys of said key operation 

pad (4, 24) comprises a power-supply key (5, 55 
25). 



thereby. 

Each feature disclosed in this specification 
(which term includes the claims) and/or shown in 
the drawings may be incorporated in the invention 
independently of other disclosed and/or illustrated 5 
features. 

The appended abstract as filed herewith is 
included in the specification by reference. 

Claims io 

1. A portable radio apparatus comprising: 

a first housing body (1. 22) having at least 
a key operation pad (4, 24) comprising a plu- 
rality of keys; and is 

a second housing body (2, 21) connected 
to said first housing body (1, 22) in such a 
manner that said first and second housing bod- 
ies can be opened and closed with each other, 
said key operation pad of said first housing 20 
body being covorfid with said second housing 
body when necessary: 

said second housing body being provided 
with key operation moans (9. 29. 10. 30) for 
operating at least one key of said plurality of 25 
keys of said key operation pad in a state in 
which said first arKj second housing bodies are 
closed. 
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FIG.10 
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FIG.12 
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FIG.13 
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FIG. 14 
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FIG.15 




22 



BNSDOCID; <EP 0647037A1 I > 



21 



European Patent 
Office 



EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 



AppUcatfoD Number 

EP 94 30 6840 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Catctonf 



CkatioB tt docaincnt oith indicatian, where appropriate, 
of retevnt papages 



Rdeveat 
to daim 



OASSinCATION OF TIIE 
APPUCAHON aatCLO 



A 

X.P 

A 

A 



EP-A-0 414 355 (TECHNOPHONE LTD.) 

* column 2, line 32 - column 3, line 20; 

figures 1,2,7,8 * 



GB-A-2 275 587 (MITSUBISHI) 
* abstract; figures 4-7 * 



WO-A-93 07680 (MOTOROLA) 
* abstract; figures 1,2 * 



1,2,4,5 

3,6-9 

1-3,5-9 

4 

1-9 



H04B1/38 
H04M1/02 



TEa INICAL FIELDS 
SCARQIED ant.a.6) 



H04B 
H04M 



The present sevcfa report has been drawn up for all daims 



Pt«ca ■ 

THE HAGUE 



25 January 1995 



Andersen, JoG. 



CATEGORY OF CnXD DOCUMENTS 



X : parti culaHy relcvmni If tftkcn alone 

Y : particularly relevaAt If co«blnc4 wilb anolba 

Aocxinctit of tbt saae category 
A : technologica) backgrouB^ 
O : aoD-wiittca dllsdosare 
P : lblmi«41atc iocument 



T : th«or> or ^itdplc undcriying tbe laveDtioB 
C : cariier patent document, but publisberf on, or 

after ibe filing date 
D : tfocuBcol dte4 In tbe application 
L : docunoit died for ocber reasons 

A : member of tbe sane patent faialiy, corresponding 
document 



